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Mr. Hudson 4I4>v4,tt»« rum-It space in this volumi

to tem.iustritne-.s in behalf al saged birds. Hui
it look*, us if, to inst- ;i proverbial phrase, lie wet,

speaking two words for himself and ono for In-

feathered prob-i-T-s. if lie lind bi* own way ht

xrroulil doubtless int he cooped up it> tandou
vexed hy th-* noises (i multitudes of people, ti*

would Ih*- wanderin.- free upon the plains ol

Argentina and Patagonia^ studying smew thf
beasts and limN wl,i.-li he has already d'-sci lix .1 r-

troll. It i-. ivisv to rcitd the unbiigplficBU al s bob

of nat. .>- In prison broeath the ¦vniputliy al tli*
author for that othei xx ilil fri«-nian Herman Kel
ville, who in Iii** i.r wanderings "had !n*t tim

.nisei-able if.tlping m-rorie*, nf tradition* mid ai

ISWga.* The rtaini- thu-.- ih to I*- toad, too, in

Mr. Hudson's own rueful fnreb'-Iii.? that lie matt
now liv. nut his -remaining \onr. in ti,.- :i.it

town.
lin. rsot-eis will certainly share hts regret. II-'

ls one of the taasten ls his fleM ol natara study
In hit*, fur southern habitat be karat almost xvit'.,-

oiit » competitor. Hu! the ni'** is iliih-ii.it witli
him now. The Ito,..: in hand, tht u^h it i. en-

ri-h(*d with all that gesltOMSS ol o'lsorv.tii»n I ll

ahieh its author has bec0U-0 Lim OHS, cannot lie

compared xxith other, that li'ivo Slowed <ron> his

pen. Ile laves Thureua nnd .h.Im Banoeghs, bat
he cannot do the xxork that tln-.v bare done. He
iHsesl. rt xvildei scene thea s timi English wo "1-

land or a village coniiii.m. (in- _hoi.ll be mu¬

tated with UtSSStaia as well as xvith tin- results of

oraervation to irake the beal "I essiyM. "'i

nature in the haasts ol dV-llsatluB. Nat thnt

on-* should lie always hriuimiii »VOI arith prose

and pasties] qaetatioaa, bat tba effort *>¦ vaat gen-
eral reading Should Ih- .eon in hi* writing a.s tin-

shining sand and shells and po!,liles are .,-t-n

through the deep water of n p-lluci.! hil" Bal

much of Mr. Hudson'. literary allusion fi*, .iib lo

coino xvith af effort, 'inly onto wi,cn lu- breaks
forfh in praise of a belevud Spmi-h peet are we

allowed t, citdl a -lin pw- '.! hook knowledge ill

which the autlior can reilly t i«*h Iii** n-ide-t-..

It is rclrer-liing to see him drive sud.I»nl> atli*waii
all the vanities si these whs love English litert-

ture not ivis, ly bal too well, that is too exdu-
slvely. "I ilouht for one thin*,'' h" exclaims.,

"ir we ere jusfiiied in the beast WS son.riines

make, tl. it tin* f'-cliii- for nature is s!r.ni_.'r in

our poets than in thob.' of other countries. The
mo-t scientific critic may ho unable to pick B 1"'!<-

in Tennyson's botany and BOalagy, bul tbe pass! Ml

for n-ul ti.e f,-cling or oneness with nature may
exist without this mod.-rn minute iOBBSSSy.*
AU this oiuio of .i sort ol day dream. Hm nat¬

uralist had found his xv.iy ta a sedgy pool. ox*>r

which the water lilies spread, while th'* margi,!
wus fringed with rushes. Stotit old pollard vxil-

lows stood sf-ntiri"l in tlie meadows near hy. uni

brambles and roosbfisH made a iteh and beautiful
tangle. A little wooden bridge, no lonr_*-i u- ..

hy humankind, made a lestiiig-place for the bird,
before they flitted dows to their lt ..dii'.a-plae.-s in

the po.i "Thrushes, blaekbirds, spanans, .reed-
buntings, tits, wrens, with many other species, suc¬

ceeded eadi other all day long: lor noxv they
mostly had yuuag to provide for. and it xvas their
busiest time." In this secluded spot 1"- would
have built- a cabin, where bs might live away
from all huiivin comprn'ionship. He w..:i!d have

only ore lionk. ami this hock mast be some Span¬
ish poet, " Melendez for preference.only B small
selection from his too voluminous writings; for

he, albeit an eight.-enth century singer, was per¬

haps the last of that lons Mustrions line ol iM-et-

who sanit SS "no others have sung ol the pu..*

delightfulness of life with nature." How 4--ithusi-

astic he is for his favorites. '* In tho fnvr kinds

ot Spanish poetry there aro ¦__¦-!.If VOgMI that

make the smoothest lines and lyrics of out BUeet-

nt and most facile singers, Ironi Herrick ta Bwla
burne, seem hard and BBeehauIeal by comparison."
Ile is (delighted by the careless ease, tho lightness
of heart, the delicacy, the seeinins artlessness al

Chis old poet, and above all by - tit**- old, simple,
healthy, natural gladness in nature, and feeling
of kinship with all tho children of life."

"This is rank heresy,'1 will lie the resentful ex¬

clamation af staid admirers af English efaB-SBSS, .lust

ao. But tliere are no two tit-Ids ol' human on.l.-avor

Tvherci heretics can I it- more useful at present than

in English liteiaiurt- and in natural Bessoee. Mi.

Hudson Ls a thorough-going li»*retic in sci.-ne¬

lle takes the moor lieu, the little half-civilized
creature that drops down every Bummer hy the

watcnide in Hyde Park after its winter journey
to some southern clime, as pretext for al tack¬

ing the superstition that hirds have

sn instinctive or inlu-riteil fear of man. Ile

allude* to this as a dictum of Darwin, and doubt¬

less Daiwiu did give it the sanction af selectee,
but- it is far older. Did aol the friesads el

Thoreau lalk aa if there xvas so-Bethiag un-

cannv in the eonfldeooe which hirds and

beasts showed toxvard him? A deep unfathom¬
able mystery has be^n matlt- of what is aa mystery
at all. Those moor hens are simply indiffennt
to tho millioDB ol human SNgtUSSS that sui round
then, because they are not mole-ted. '* And a.

with these moor hens,'' adds the author, "so it is

with ail wild bir<ia: they four and fly from and
auspiciously watch from a safe distance, what¬

ever moleata them, and wherever man suspends
his hostility toward tl.em they quickly outgrew
the suspicion which experience has taught them.**
Neither moor hen nor any other xvi ld bird cm-s,

he insists, for the noises ot civilization. Tho
little creatures that, flutler wildly at sight of a

meek-looking cat or a crasy fox-terrier «ir an in¬

quisitive small hoy build their nests in a railroad
bridge a few inches beneath the irons oxer which
trains thunder every quarter of an hour. It is

not the " hermit** racket of civilization'' whieh
. drlTee away the liinit^ but the senseless yet in-

tentiopal war made,upon them. Th'- bird-
catcher, the nest rubber, tho cockney spoilsman.

the nnreaeoning siayi-r of wild tsrasgarea, t,*u.«

are tho enemies xv'io make the birds distrustful
of human beings. Mr. Hudson .Iso Ins H good
word to say for the English spurn.vy whisk it is

the fashion to vilify. lb- evidently does not I*.-

lieve all that he hears from America and Australia
about this little dsniSSi ol citv strts-t*. ||,,

nesvj not. Vhs sparrow is far better thair*soiii.-
who have spoken ill of him. When tli.- pot¬
hunters have Ulled all of in'-, kind la the United
State, and the soolts b»vo turned tho May cares i .<

into reed turds by s"iu'- k4*cus>pneus of tbe fiy-
in? pun, and xvhen tim t4.it xxorins bsgls crawl-

isg about, ana breixlio;* by She millions, as they
did yeats ago, thou it is to ls- bepgd that those

people who know so much that is not so about
sparrows will have tlie grace to SSafMS theil
fault.

Another point ou xvi,ich an arny of misguided
peaaimista hax4> wa.st.-d their knuth i.'i pms- and
vern han beon tits unhappiness of all living,
ereetures under that dread luw, tho hui xi val sf tho
fittest. Mr. Hudson's contempt foi theae cheap
exhibits of pity toward animated nature is almost
too deep for expression. .'One of our poets.''
says he, "lately told the puhlie hoxv hie 6oul
was harrowed at the sigut of a sick monkey's
suffering., and how he screeclied at the Autlor
of the Universe for permitting inch thins Wo
also recall the pitiable spectacle ot a Fieri" Lot!
gotag about the world wah a pocket-handkerchief
ta bia eyes Bobbing at the thought ol tlie ami
<H_-iay in store t,,r ,,11 tb.- lower aaiaaals he .,n-
countere.1 iu |* xx>,n.l..,..- All mawkish
literat-iro he would burn, u bs bad his xv.v lt
is not dS0th thut is painful, but tbs apjin-hcis,,..,
of deatl., and ,., -,lim,tl mrm (liiU) .iUli,
fate. Among wild anlmaN iH thi.lf ^^ hl)M,.
disease is so rare that it may be haid i,,,t to «*xi-t
Hie poofs sick monkey was not a victim of the
d/virii. order of nature, bat ol *.,..- |lwl.,.n,
meddler who had given it, things not lit |.r a
tnouke.v to e»t .r had le-pt it in seaditieas wkiok
warts uns'iftablf. "Alxxnys bear in matti that
tha children of Jifo ale th.- children ol Im j|lilt
the lower auia*.ilix ar. only unhappy wlieu Bads

so by man; thst man alone, of all the crsatures,

has found TJot gisny inventions,' fte ohief of

which appean to: he the art of making himself
miserable, and of sering oil nature stained with

that dark and hateful color."
Human experience is appealed to to show that

forms of death most dreadful to contemplate are

really painless, for exumplo, under the ravening

.Jun Sf wild animals or in the midst of cold

too severe l4i be endured, lt is the fear before¬

hand tkat t-Stt»SS men, and of this the lower

animals arc i....| ..Me. " How falsely does *al
man see nature, how grossly ignorant -SOM SS

be of its most elemental truths, who looks upon

it as n chamber of torture, a physiolo-ical labo¬

ratory on u very vast seale, n scone of endles.

strife and trepidation, af hunger and cold, and

every f'-rni of SStg and misery." Death from

ii,.,ny or sid Sge is rare among wild creatures in

their natural state. * Denth by misadventure

is NHture's ordinance," but eves a natural death
conies h.. .ini.Ulv lhat the interv-l between full

aetlvity »'"d lifeles-tn-.s i* hardly lonsrr than BU

Instant of time. All th.*- bIshivalisai< ssnphs
si/.- the care that should be taken not lo len-!

one's own mental organization to the loxvcr ani¬

mals in tho effort to expliin th-ir china.¦teristic*.

WINCHESTER.

REMINISCENCES OF AV ANf-KM COLLEGE.

tup: ANCIENT WAY-*. Winohesier Fifty Years.
Sj.the Rev. W. Tuckwell. M. A. Pp, xii. 171.

Macmillan _r t'o.

Hall S esatury has seen many change* In the

college that graCM the am-lent Saxon cniiital of

Bnaland. Ths nutabsi of students is now doubled,
am! the methods of study arc more pracllcal and

efficient. Wykehamists only a short time ago took

an unreasonable pride In the motionless conserva¬

tism of their school. They even went i«o far as to

defend tbs atrocious system of .aggi!l# which con-

vetted English In,ls in their teens Siito miserable
slaves, expected to endure every sort of cruelty
xvithout a whimoer. But the stir of reform was

felt even at the time oi which Mr. Tuckwell xvrltes.

A boy from a good home who wished to say his

prayers at night was no longer the object of ama¬

lea practical jokes. Thc death of a junior killed

by a sunstroke while "watching out" at cricket on

a hot dav nut an end to the barbarous rule which
oMIised the little chaps to serve their superiors
bareheaded. "I have felt my hair so hot," re¬

marks Mr. Tuckwell, "as to be painful to the
touch, and have seen the bead, of other Juniors
steaming in the Bun."
Another reform brouc.it In high canvas walls on

the football Held, which relieved the juniors from
the misery of "kicking in." But in Mr. Tuckxvell's
time the younger boys still had to endure this.
Tliey were net allowed to wenr gowns, but stood
in "the jackefless sleeved cloth waistcoat which
was thc college uniform, shivering in n December
day. looking anxiously to the cathedral clock visible
from one or two points through the plane trees of

the .meads* or playirround." Hut these duties out

of doors were but a small fraction of th" fag's
business, lie was waiter and scullion and valet,
and bs had to bam how to cook certain dishes.
Ills own meals w<»re obtained often at haphazard
when he had Performed the services required of

him. Any delinciueney was likely to lie visited xvith

summary pualsbmimt in xx hlch aajrtMSg from a

cricket bal to S tire shovel might be used to em¬

phasize thc- senior's disapprobation. lt was the
custom even.last and Bitterest disgrace of all to a

freeman--to subject new boys to n process not un¬

like branding "it was conventionally supposed
that ¦ junior's hand doomed ferr" inlmicum ignem
to grasp bat handles of coffee-pot3, boilers, fly-
tag puna would b" hardened by a process of
searing with a 'hot end,' or burning brand of wood;
and to this ordeal every junior wa* submitted. 1
kicked and struggled. Hut 1 was captured and my
hand held fast, and 1 can still recall the griding
thrill of pain as the glowing wood xvas pressed
upon it by the ministering flt nd.lit prologue to

the continuous barbarity which xv.is 'to walk up
and down with me' hs with poor OMlStanCS through¬
out, a year at least of college life."

Put boyhood is lighthearted, lt would be a mis¬

take to suppose lhat these mediaeval cruelties ast

a gioor.i over college life. Bat when Mr. Tuckwell
became "Prefect of Hall," and had the power- to

reform abuses, he had to deal with s case of cruel¬
ty, and the memory of his own sufferings made him
pres.--. th.- matter until tbs bully eras degraded,
Prefect nf Hall was a nnloue officer. He was thr-

commandant of the whole school, "lt was suld by
them of old time." explains our author, "thnt there
were three absolute rulers in tlie world; the ('real
Mogul, the captain of a man-of-war. and the l'.-e
feet of Hall at Winchester." Ills authority was

sustained by centuries of precedent, and rebellion
was impossible.
The boys learned vast quantities of Latin and

Greek bv heart. Thev became expert in Latin and

Greek composition. They were made "premature
High Churchmen." They kept up in some fnshlon
with the g-nera! HP-rature of the day. Hut if they
studied science, as for example did the famous
Prank Puckland, who was one of Mr. TackweU'fl
contemnora rles, thev had to do it In their own wax

Tbs tWO ber.-ame expert poachers. Puckland anato¬
mised "very creature he dared to touch With a

knife, and one of the boys who had a curiously
Binned head declared ta a fright that he heard
Puckland mutter. "What wouldn't 1 give for that
fellow's skull'" The little book ls full of remin¬
iscence In which i,Kure nome names of distinction.
Numerous illustrations from photographs give reali¬
ty to one's notions of the college and its surround¬
ings.

AN ARTIST AS A CRITIC

ESSAYS ANT. POEMS OP .LAMES SMETHAM.

THK LITKRARY WORKS OK JAHE8 SMETH¬
AM. Edited by William Davies. Pp. viii., I-R.
Macmillan tb. ('<>.

This volume lacks the personal interest of a

unique character possessed by the letters of Smeih-
am published some time ago. (inly one of ihe es¬

says reprinted here can be looked on as a personal
revelation, and in that case the disclosures are cer¬

tainly Indirect nnd unconscious. It was remarked
In the second edition by Mrs. Gilchrist and 1). G.

Rossetti of Gilchrist's "Life of William Blake."
that Smetham xvas "in many signal res|iects vary
Closely akin to Blake " In Hie light of such a re¬

mark, sad also of the enlarged statement that
Smetham "shares in a remarkable manner Plake's
iiierital beauties and his formative shortcomings,
and possesses besides an Individual Invention which
often claims equality arith th.- great exceptional
muster himself," it is of tatsrosl to learn what
Sm.Iham himself thought of Plake. When he pro-

posed as a test question, "What think you of
William BlafceT' ns a means of gauging individual

Capacity for the judgment of works of pure Imag¬
ination, he may Save had BOOM thought of his own

peculiarities. Kor men. as a rule, do not propose
tests which they tbemselveI would fall to meet.

Their own limitations preclude this. They see ex¬

cellence along the lines within which their own

genius Iles. When lu- says of Blake that "he ls a

stumbling block to all pretenders, to all conven¬

tional learnedness, to all merely technical excel¬
lence," he may well have meant that he himself
had the same hatred of pretence as he understood
lt. and of affectation. Of course, Smetham could
not be quite so unconventional as Blake. He had
some lingering superstitions about !ho binding na¬

ture of gr-tmmatlcal rules to which Plake was

superior. Vet the trammels of ayntAX w«re some¬

what Irksome to Smetham. aa any one will discover
by analyzing this clause chosen at random: "With¬
out referring to the large collection of Blake's
drawings, which we remember having the privilege
of being shown to us by Mr. Gilchrist-.while writ¬
ing his book." etc. Blake's plural nouna coupled
with singular verbs are a trifle compared with
uuch devices as ¦matbam was capable of in turning
the sharp corners of literary composition.
That Ihe later man had studied his predecessor

deeply ls SSI I Bill Klein the side of a worshipper
tl,,],* couid not DO, in the space Sf a few pages, a

mon- appreciative estimate of Blake's genius than
¦BM-Iham lias given. But he does not hesitate to

express his belief that the master was. as th. six

lng goes, "a little touched." Somewhere ulong the

UBS xx here liodv and spirit mst, bs thicks lhere waa

h defect. This xxas ii,:iinl> shown in Wake's ph,I
osojlhy, lo wlih li nutt'rial things mt ii- (],<. Unreel,
while Hie things lo which Ihe common run of e. es

Sit- blind became io him realities. What puzzles
tiie rest of us, poor humdrum wretches that we

sre. ls that after all Blake's dragona and ghost*

and angela sn not unlike their conventional rela-

tlyn. If he had brought from the unseen world
something utterly novel, something that would bave
required a complete revision of tndltlonal fancies.
he would then have been a deadly foe to a sort of
conventionalism which ls really annoying. Munt
ghosts wear clothes of the contemporary pattern,
must angels have wings, must dragons' tails curl
helplessly? If so. then miserable scepticism awaits
some or us. But this peculiarity of Pink.*, his
.'.welling In a world of lils own creation, ls hardly
a moro convincing proof of Insanity than Ooeths*fl
assertion that be could realize any figure'!,,, chose
on the Instant. And Goethe was confessedly one

of the bert balanced men who ever lived, tine may
rat lil hot .-lesslv sdccuIbIc on Ihe result If Wakes
faiher had really flogged him as he threatened t0
do for bringing home that famous story about n
tree full of angeli. I'erhnps tlie question. "I>ocs
a firm persuasion that ft thing ls so make lt so?"
would then have had on aspect different from whit
lt retained for Blake throughout his life.
The easav on Kir Joshua Reynolds shows Smeili¬

am's capacity for comprehending a character very
unlike his own. That on JUesaader Smith betrays
Hie author's leaning in literature toward what used
to be called "the spasmodic school." .nd the ,,.,.
on Gerhard Vow proves his appreciation of minute
care In art. A collection of poems at the end of
the volume shows. If lhat xvere necessary thai
tender sentiment .ui.i piety wen- stare.character-
Istlc of Smetham than picturesque randi s.

LITEEAHY NOTES.
The Sci ibu. rs announce "Willi Thackeray |n

America," an Interesting volume by Kyrc 4'rowe.
A. R. A.. containing 111 Illustration:*' by the author.

The late Sir Kilxvard Hamley, th" author of that
Clever book. "Lady Lee's Widowhood.'* and of il:,-
exquisite sketch cal]..! "Sh;- lc ---p. aift Kuneral.'
was a ravage critic of other men's wrttlnga. Thack¬
eray ll-ted to dislike him, and was BCCUStOIBSd lo
speak of him as "(hat gunner xvhoin Blackwood sh
ways has with him." one day, arhen dining xxith
the publisher. Tbsck. ray delivered htmsell of som.
emphatic phrases concerning Hamley, and Black-
wood, much annoyed, t.»ok prompt revenge ..¦

an*

thinking of BSkiHg llaiulex," he sail, "lo review
your works. Mr. Thackeray." Thc reply was a

prompt irlbute io ||BUllSI*B poxyer of destructive
criticism. .-'Oh, for heaven's sake, ilonT" ew-hilmed
Thackeray. "1 unsay all that I have sail if yon
will spare me!"

".lohn Oliver Hobbes."' otherwise Mis Craigie, the
authfir of "Some Kmotlons and a Moral,.I'll,-Sin¬
ner's Comedy," and "A Study in Temptations." is
by hirth an American. She js th" eldest daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John Morgan Richards, of Boston,
who have lived In Bag-Bad for thc past twenty-
live year*. Mrs. Craigie xv.is l>..rn ir, Boston, hut
as her home has been London cv. r since she was

"JOHN OLIVER HOBBES."*
three month* old she can hardly h.- called ga Ameri¬

can in anything but birth, she is described, bow-
ever, ar being lu sympathy with the prlnclpln and

Institutions of this country, the spirit of her Puri¬
tan ancestors still stirring in their young descend¬
ant she is an excellent musician, is fond ol the
classic-, and Sfter her marriage at nin'-i.. ,¦ ,1

for a H. A. degr.-e at Du- London University, ll

books, she declares, ure liol novels, and adds, "1 do

not think I could xviii,- a sustain-.i three-volum
regulation aaveL i violate ovary canon >*f such
work .ii every one <.r my little books; jual bb real
life violates .very eut-and-dried law of convention¬
ality, ('all them rathe,- s'u.ii.-s ol' character sfter
the Impressionist school." Bhe ls somewhat I-
cal, and has been li- '"I lo tell this lilt!' -Tl.' in

illustration of this trait in herself: "My mother
is tr*Sry fond of telling bOW, When I xvas a .-iv

little girl, she left in, alone on,- day willi my .lolls,
to whose mute companion hip sic- commended me
for ., st,on hour, tu, her return sin found a lon
row of sawdust puppet! hanging by their n wits,
and I con!-nplallng th. ir dangling l.,.li-- In
pleasure, and they wen ail women dolls, too, i

never really nnd for dolla, you sei they wen not

res! to me, only counterfeit presentments of bu-

inanity. 1 think I havi been -i 'gentle cynic' at

h'-art from my bab] le Sd."
Kia rraigle ls a slender woman of medium

height; she has din:.. Speaking eyes, and i."* dark

hair ls drawn carelessly awa) from a xx id-, low
forehead. She is a clever talker, and whlh <.i a

sti.uig and ambitlou character, is uaaelOsh and

kindly._
A nVised edition of Andrew Carnegie's "Tri¬

umphant Democracy" is In the press of Cha rles

Scribner's Sons, lt is Baaed ou th, census of Its!.!.

An American in London has just bought for
11,17. a copy of the first edition of Isaak Walton's
"Compleat Angler."_
"Northern Lights" ls the title which Robert

Louis Stevenson has given to the history ,,f hi«

family and Its engineering works, which he ls now

writing.
_

Mr. Barrett Wendell ls about io bring "'il a col¬

lection Of papers under the title of "Stellii-' ri and
Other Essays Concerning America."

M. Alphonse Iiaudet puta Defoe at the heal of

all thc standard BagUsh arriten or Betka), pro¬
nouncing him to I.e England's national author.
"Even shakespeare." be nays, "does not give so

perfect an id.-a. of the Kngllsh characl-r as Def,,..
I'.oi.insou is ihe typical Englishman per excellence,
with his adventuresoin, ness, his tast- for Havel,
his lave of the sea, his pi" ty, his comm -rei;-. I and
practical instincts. And xx hat an artist lu- is

Defoe! What effects of terror there are in 'Rollin¬
son'.the foot Of th- savage on the sand; and then
his dramatic gift-the return of Robinson to the
Island, and the parrot still screaming 'Friday,
l-'riday!' If I were condemned to a long period Of
reclusion, Mid xvere allowed only on,, l..,k to read.
I xvould choose -Robinson." lt is on.* of th.- fen
xx-orks of liclion that may be considered as nearly
immorlal as any written thing can 1. Not that
I wish to underrate Bhakospeara and some ,,t(,ei*,.

No, indeed! Shakespeare ls one of the authors i
hope to die with."

_

A volume in memory Of the lal,- Noah Porter
has been prepared by divers friends of the former

president of Yale, and xxiii soon ho published by
the Scribners._
What ls supposed to be an unpublished poem by

Slr Walter Scott ls coming eat In "Wackxvood."
Unpublished or not. it has at any rate not been in¬
cluded in any edition of his xvorks.

New uniform edltlona of Thomas NetSOfl Page's
works, and of George W. (abie's novels, are an-

nounced by Charles Scribner's Sons. Ti,, v have
also In press Mr. T. R. Sullivan's saw story, "Tom
Sylvester." _

Mr. Holman Hunt's important volume on the
Pre-Raphaelite movement ls nearly ready for pub¬
lication. Of all the men concerned In this move,

ment, there is left none who could .-., xxell tell the
story, _

That clever Irishman, Alfred Per. i- ..I dines, lfli.

author of som*- of the most musical if modern
minor verses, la about to edit a volume which will
be heartily welcomed. This ls to 1.- a collection
of "Gems of Irish Song." set to beautiful "ll i.,-

tlonal airs. The book xxiii be brought out .tr a vol¬
ume of the New Irish Library. Mr. Graves's re¬

cently published 'collection Of "Irish Song- ;,nd Bal-
lads" haa been so successful thai bs proposes lo
Issue another collection.

Mr. Henry ll. Fuller's new bo,,.., |.. (.|ltT.
Dweller.," Im nearly nady for pilbil. ,,i,.., ly| -,, ,is
form, and tin- jieople who have «|uari-||.-,| ,,V(.r j-jg
former predaCttOSM will have an opportunity lo

.'light another day." There is prohabh ,,,, other
American xx riler, now before the public, wh,
works are thc objects of mvre contentious criti¬
cism on ths part of .eadera. I

FOLK-MUSIC IN CHICAGO.
v.

.M'lMIIIVI. KI.I.MKXTS OF THE DRAMA.

DASOS*. RKi.Kii'ii s ami MUM vtic-tiii. jWW
I si. AM) CHIJTBSI TIII*.\TP.i.S

H on'' wishes one may lind ail the clemenls of
the modern drama except the scenery among Hie
Janeen and other performers of the Midway Plals-
.,;,,. gad Blsewhen in tbs PUT, Hith-rto we have
peen content in studying tho genesis of the drnma
lo trace lt from the plays of the classic Greeks
and Romans through the uUrseta and mystery plays
or tbs sOddls Agea Little heed has been given io

the (BCl that there ls not a single feature in that

development, which has come down to us by liter¬
ary rsgorl OT tradition, xvhleh may not be seen In

full activity among savage or scml-civllIzed peo-
plcfl to-day. If one will bm listen aright, putting
aside th" personal squatton xvhicii ir inspired by
the conventionalities of modern life, he may hear

what in ItS SSSSttCS the Crek tragedy was by
aWtas tate a Chfnass theatre. There hs win find

^¦empUfled that union of song. Instrumental music,
H.ntomiine und spoken dialogue xviiich the Floreiv
Wuta literati three hundred years sgo recognized ns

being characteristic of Greek tragsdy, which they
attempted to revive, ami in tiie so doing taveatsd
Italian opera. More than thl.-t. If one xviii accus¬

tom oio' Self lo listen discriminatingly to the din

of the musical factor of a 4'hlnese play, leaving
MMe all exp' elation of being pleased, hut seeking
to arrive at th,- purpose ,,i its employmeat, one

xviii discover thai in principle th- drama of the
Middle Kingdom ls also the drnma of Richard
Wagner. The Conservatism "f the chinese ls a

thing for which stud-nts ousht to be profoundly
grateful, lt has ['reserved many of the pro,ir- Min
steps of .arly civilization, like th- proverbial fly
in amber, so Hutt xv need not speculate al,out
them, hui max observe them. w> may leak at

them through the vista of many centuries, yet nlso
have them as ll, in- BBtltli befon our very eyes.
wv an- learning io study the origin and growth of

mythological and religious systems by seeki;'*; an¬

al...i.v. smeugsl the foll; tales and customs of

ii,- peoptea who la-day sn in a condition of primi-
tivl ::.. There is mich to learn concerning the
nature of in,.sic. and the arts which have always
been consorted xxith music, by application of a

Bindiar method. .Xs yet little h.!.* been done; but

th- paths at*% opening.
In this paper I shall attempt to bring to notice

some of the clements cf the drama in their primi¬
tive forms, as tiny may bc Observed al the World's

Columbian .'-.position. Not caring to disturb tra¬

dition. Stace ih.-' '-an easily be made to serve, a

glance at the generally receive! account of the

origin of Qreek tragsdy may enable us p. muster
ll,- ami,-nt elements, for which xv- ,n;.y then find

modern pai.iil.-i* Every schoolboy knows that the
Hellenic j,lays were simply the lina! evolution "f

the danes with xx hlch the people ol' Hdlus cele¬
brated their religious festivals. At the rustle Bac¬
chic festivals of the early Creeks, th. y Bang hymns
in honor of th- wine god uni dimed ..ii goatskins
filled xvith xx-inc He who held his footing best "ti

Un- treacherous surface curried hone the xvine a**-

a reward. Tiny coatended in athletic nani's and
sonps f..r a goat, and from this circumstance,
-.'-(liars have surmised. «re have tb xv.,rd "trage¬
dy," which means a "goat Bong." The chark
songs and dances grow In vail-ly and beauty.
Finally somebody (tramtlon presen*ea .',. name of

Thespis ss rh- RianlJconcelveoWhe idea of intro¬
ducing a simple illsMgmi between tht stropbn of
tha chorta song. c_li* rally this fllplogue took the
form of fl recital oasome story concerning the god
xvhose festival xvas celebrating. Then, When lbs
dlthyramblc '-..iii,' returned it would either continue
tba narrative ,-r comment on its ethical feature*
Ti.e merrymaken, or worahlppen fas one cbooan
io look upon them), manifested their enthusiasm
by Imitating not only the actions, but also the ap¬
pearance Of tba god and hi* x "Piries. They
smeared themselves With wlne-locs, colored their

bodies black and rd. put on masks, evered ihem-
letres with the skins ot leasts, enacted the
of pones, nymphs, fauns snd ntyn those crea¬

tures Of primitive fancy, half ln-n and li::If goats,
who wen the represeatatlves of natural sensuali¬
ty untrammelled by conventions, Neal somebody
(Anhiiochiis, suv tin- books,, sought lo heighten
the effect er the story or the dlalogus bj consort¬
ing ir with Instrumental music: sad thus sra Rad
tin- germ of what musicians (not newspaper writer*)

call melodrama, bi tbe very nrlj steen of ths
development >.r th. dr.una. Ondually these simple
rustic entertalnmenta wen taken hold of by tbs
poets, x- h,, drew on the legendar) sine* ol the

people for subjects, branching out from thi doings
of gods to ths doings ,<f godlike men, the populai
heroes, ami developed out of them the master-

..i dramatic poetry which sre still read and

stu.nd xvith amusement, sdmlntlon and love.

The dram.i*i,¦ factors \\),i,i> have bsen mustered
111 this outline ar.

1. The ti,..,ic dann and Bong, with a reiif-ious
purpose*

Recitation and dialogue.
1 Chancterisatlon iv ranna of imitative gi s-

lur*s ani dr. ss.

i. Instrumental music to accompany the song
and also the action.
The xx. rd dance must here be understood In an

entirely different sense I han the modern. The

social 'lances of to-day, .is well as the I, il!, i-danc¬
ing of the theatre*, is an a rt il',.du product xxiii,di
has scar.-ly a Bingle point of connection xxith
either the classic danns or the dances ,,f primi¬
tive peoples. The ancient dann wea what might
t.lied a eonventtaaallasd pantomime, lr told
a alary, pertly by Imitation ol natural movements.
the meaning of xx hlch xvas obvious; partly by BlWIS
of postans aad gestures to which significance had

arbitrarily been niven, charles Klngatey waxed elo¬

quent at th*- naen imagining of xx hat ihe ancient
dance was. "A dance in which every motion xvas B
word, and rest .s eloquent as motion; in which

every attitude was s fresh motive for a sculptor
of Ibiu4hii.il Behool, ami iii,- bighnt physical ac¬

tivity waa manifnted, not as ls mans panto-
mimes In fantastic bounds atv! unnatural distor¬
tions, but in perpetual delicate modulations of a

stately and self-sustained grace." Very beautiful,
and very correct; liss are all the stories of tlie
blfluenn "f the ancient dancers mci- fabien There
can be no doubt ih.it pantomimic dancing xvas

brought to ,-i perfection under the old Roman l-'rii-
plra oi' which ws .-an scarcely form sn kiss The
cxiii-. Demetrius, once attacked dearing, saying
that the charm came from tbe accompanying music
A dancer xxlu. overheard Ihe criticism asked thc

philosopher t<> withhold bbl censure till he had
made a t.si ip- ihen commanded the flautists and
Bingen io chm their music, and without accom¬

paniment danced a scene; tbe amour of Venus and
Mais, the betrayal by Apollo, and the capture of
tbs pair by Vulcan In his net. At the conclusion
of Ihe dance Demetrius called out: "What kind of
man are you? I not only sc-. I hear everything,
and sine- you talk so well xvith your hinds, you
may easily .lisp.-use with all other speech." Nero
once entertained a barbarian prim.a with what we

would call a Itllet da,tl,,n, tin,ugh it was a solo
dance. The visiior could not understand the words
,.i ths .-'"ix, bat he understood ths dancer,
OB his departure Nero begged him to ask a Kif!.

"Cive me the dancer, and make me happy," bsM
tba barbarian. "What win yon do with him in your
country.'" asked Nero, "i have neighbors," replied
the prince, "who speak different languages. Some¬
times it is dillie.ill to secure an interpreter; hut
thi* dancer could convey my Wishes to them in
gestures.'' lt was dancing of this kind, or at least
dancing which had the purpose exemplified In these
stori'-s, that Plato did not hesitate to consider In
the dlscu*sion of his Ideal repuhllc. Hut before
dancing r-ud-ied such a height of artistic develop¬
ment, lt had long been cultivated by the people
In Hs popular and devotional forms. There are no

more persUteni dancers In the world than the
North American Indians, and there are go people In
the world who so faithfully and consistently Illus¬
trate the religious purpose which lie* at the bot¬
tom of ceremonial dancing. This, as well us an

advanced stage of dramatic development, ls to
be seen In the dance* of the Kxvaklutl Indians,
which 1 have described In earlier papers. The cere¬

mony of driving out disease hy chasing Its spirit,
capturing and BWaltewtag lt. and eventually ix-

pellttiK lt «l"iig xxl!li a tHsShargS of blood from the
in,,nth. is a play which not <>n!v requtm Imltattxc

gntuns, but Uso stags paranhsraalta tbs nosdsa
effigy of the double headed snake Btahltl. In other
.lui' -h masks of birds and skins of animal* are

worn aad their .,c,|,,n* mlmlckt-S. In the TL.koala
dance lbs 'isneers waar s bbssII aarvsd wolfs head
on the forehead, and crawl around the Mr.- ..n the

knuckle-' of their un-.rs. ihiin,i,s turu.-d back¬
ward, and their toe In BnOthSf ceremony Hie
Mowat tastscts to dssesnd t,, the usKter-arerid, arith
|-BJStS xxt,"-e -..lc.*, .,,.,. (.,.,.,. goaling ,.,i ,.f ||.-
Dre. ih'- lr|(-< halag seeomatlshsd by laying speak¬
ing lilias ta a iit.h atoagaMe tba . Tbe daaeer
:llsappcar« In the ditch, while his friends tempt lg
tfy to bold him back. Ths voicea which coma from l

the Ora an those of hidden men talking through
the spnklng-tubes. It ls thus thst Wsgnsr «.».>'.¦

his dngon to sing In "Siegfried." Such mechani¬
cal devices are numerous in the Indian dances,

which occupy thc position half way between the

simple chorlc dance and the developed pantomime
or drama. In the Mamaka dance of the Kwakiutl,
the dancer who has Imitated the motions of a swim¬

mer throws a magic stick among the lookers on.

One falls and blood Issues from his head. Tha

Kaasak'a then extracts the stick, which ls hollow
and made on the telescope principle, so that lt

lengthens out as he seems to draw it from thc

wound, la the Ton'ult. a woman's dance, an effort

|g supposed to be made lo kill !he dancer by driv¬

ing a wedge through her temples; but she dances

on with s portion of the wedge showing on each

side of her bend. Then lier head ls ostensibly
spill with a paddle, the paddie being cut out to lit the

head. "Hom .times," says Dr. Boas, "she ls burnt.

For this purpOSB a box, having a double bottom, ls

prepared. BhS Iles down and the box ls turned
over so that her body may conveniently be pushed
Into lt. At the place where she lies down a pit
ls dug iu Which sh.- hiles The box ls turned up

agata, closed nnd thrown into the Are. Before the

beginning of the ceremony a corpse has been pul
Into the lower part of the box. From the pit In

which the dancer hides a tube of kelp liss been laid
under ground, lt acts gs a speaking-tube. The

woman sings through lt, and her voice apparently
comns out of the fire. Afterward the bones are

found In the Are. They are collected, laid on a new

mat, and for four days the people sing over the
bones, while the woman remains hidden In a bed¬
room. At last the bones nre beard to sing (which
ls done by placing the mat over the mouth of the

Bpn.lllg I libral, aad the next morning the woman

ls s-en tn lie once more alive." The graphic de¬

scription of the Hop! Blacksnake dance given by
a writer in Thc Tribune a week or two ago shows
similar employment of drnmatlc paraphernalia'
(woden snakes capable of being made to conduct
themselves as If alive, a stage, curtain, etc.!. and

so do some of the ceremonial dances of the Zunis.

For all of thees 'lames prototypes might be found
among tin- mystical ceremonies of the ancients.

The neighbors Of !he Kwakiutl Indians on the Tali

grounds, tbs Navahoes, have a dramatic dance
which lasts nine daya, and depicts a series of
Incidents in the mythical history of the tribe. Says
Major Fowell: "This ceremony dramatizes the

myth with rigorously prescribed paraphernalia and
formularies, with picturesque dances and shows,

scenic affects and skilful Ihaumaturglc Jugglery."
The Navahon al tbs Fair- are so few and so little

Inclined to exhibit themselves that their dances aVe
nor llketadta h.- seen. It was the purpose, however.

of Mi. *W .-'¦ .-"unborn, xvho arranged the camp of

Iroquois Indian; from New-York, that they should
exhibit their ancient dances. These are much
nearer th>- primitive idea of the rude dllhyrambk-
dances than anything described thus fnr. In all
thc dances of tbs Iroquois which I haxe seen there
la little variation from the heel-etamptiig so familiar
from tba xi"!- dances in the Wild West shoxvs.
At ihe green com festival, hoxvever, ihey bax- one

la,,." which suggests th- old "Relt-en." or Row
dames, of our own ancestors, and the "Hormoa"
of the Grt-ks. In this they take hold of hands
Sad chain antiphonally xvith the leader as they
shuffle around s central point, once probably
the sacred lire. In this dance the common
tunic rattles are not used, but thc lender carrin
a rattls ma.;,- of a sect'..tn of -ow horn. The round
deans Ol our Teutodlc ancestors have, by a nat¬
ural process of degeneration, become the sidewalk
pla vs of our children, such as "<>;.ts, pease, benns."
"Oreen Gravel." "Here xve ro round the mulberry
BUSh," etc. In the Khroyods of the Russian peas¬
antry they have remained adult dances, though
they have los' their rollgtous character.
au these dances are uncompromisingly and un¬

qualifiedly religious, or worn so at their Inception.
The extent to xvhlch Hie Kwakiutl .ances have
lost iu seriousness of purpsss n."* already been

wiggesied Dr, Baas leaks upsa them ss still
"senil-religious." The Iiahonmns aim bax*- their
fetl.lt dances, bul I WSJ not privileged to see ona
Those daacn wboss music i have discussed xvere

war danes, their pantomime consisting of imita¬
tions of marching, skirmishing and Bghttag. But
none the less (lid thev illustrate th« development
of the drnma out of the dane*. If one were to

s-.-k to adduce a measun of Intellectual develop
meat from the daaoes of ths Kwakiutl, Mo«|ul,
Navaho and /uni ceremonies fin som- of lh« tatter
Wfl have the Introduction of the fun maker.the
clown), lt would be very high compared xvith the
schtevements of gussies! sntkiulty. Their evoiu-
tlonary stage from an artistic point of view il am

n..; now --peaking of technical tlnish lu perform-
ance or beauty of id.-ai ls not far removed from
th.it exhibited in a species of Roman dram;: Which
existed two aad a half ceaturtea B, c. and en¬

dured in Italy down to the time when italian open
xx.is Invented. In this form of entertainment the
pantomimists, or dancers, acted a prescribed sc.-ne,
while solo Bingen and choristers chanted the text.
The fact that after the development of the poly¬
phonic style of music dialogue and monologues
wen ¦-¦iiu' by choir-. Of six and eight voices sumces
to prove that ther. had been a j-reat degeneracy
nf th- .lin,nat!.- arl. xvhutever ma.v ;.« aald -bout
the musical, sine- Iii.- .lavs of the Athenian drama.

\ nearer approach to what xve may Imagine ih.
Roman plays to bsvs been is to be seen iu the
Javanese Theatre in th- Midway I'lai .ince. The
pcrforaaan n bsre arc far and stray the most in-

»-.
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.cresting objects "f dramatic study, pure nnd sim¬
ple to be xenn at the Fal:. Tin- plays are purely
mythological, and all the male actors ivar lm-
,10vallie masks, on which are stamped unmistak¬
ably the leading attributes of the supernatural per¬
sonages represented. As lu the Chinese theatre,
.here is no scenery, the rear of the sta^e being oc-
"ipied by the orchestra of twenty men. The mu-
ilctans pl(>' upon superb gongs (the largest of
-.hlch is struck with a big ball of crude rubb-r on
i slieki. sets oi bells In frames, xylophones, a
tingle liddle of obvious Kast Indian origin, with a
tingle aire string, a flute (or more properly Hagen-
et. slue.- If ls a whistle blown at the end), a long
li'.im, beaten wlih the hands, and a bass drum,
-eaten With B stick. Ther- are live sets of bells,
..om|>ose.| of brass, antimony and tin, and they
lossess a marvellous sonority. The xylophones ure
jt'ovld.-tl with supplementary wooden bars, so thai
hey may l»- arranged according to the mode in
vhich ii is desired to play. The significance of this
imngemenl ls theoretically obvious. It suggests a
mich greater variety and a more fully developed
iystem of music than an disclosed by the astra
'..liliane, v, however. Thc performances of
he masked actors ls wholly mimetic. It
-.insists of entrances, conventional posturingsn.etlngs and gestures. Not a nord do they speakhe dialogue being conducted by a prompter, who
Hts behind b screen In the middle of the stage and
epeats the text of thc play for all the eharactt-ra
rom memory. Save the pantomimic portion
vhich la conventional to a degree that makes it
itterly incomprehensible to the uninitiated, there fe
Kithing like action. Personages come, meet, talk
through the "delang," or prompter), and go Ex-
:. pt during the dialogue, hoxvever, there ls an ie-
lessant accompaniment of music on the hells, xylo-
ihones. gongs and drums. The orchestra works
ip now and then to sonorous climaxes, but its
nuBic consists of an Iteration In unchanging order
it two or three chords, with just so much melody
J these c!i..r|p produce by their succession. Flageo-
»t and Addle seem to be reserved for the ballet
faction, with dialogue. In xvhlch the women an-
>ear. They are unmasked, and their dancing ls
nere posturing, which seems to depend largely for
ts meanlr;- on the symbolism of certain oft-reneat-
.1 movements. The outward presentation of ths
alma ls a marked feature of this conventional pan-
omlnie. The same feature |3 noticeable but not In
he same degree, in the performance of Chinese act"
rs. and probably has the same origin and meanlne
'he Kwakiutl ami other Indians also have u SE
ular play of the hands, xvhlch inveKtlgatlon mls-hl
onnect xvith this characteristic gesture of th"longols. h.- dtatagras of (.,.. women is carried m
y ih-mselves |. . ¦mg-aong style, and lilahImost Inaudible voices, accompanied by the I.._,..-
f the band on the addia The headdresses of ne. r-
f all th.- actors ur.- of nnety wrought brass strlk-
igly beautiful and doubtless full of meaning to theitttatetl The play, as .1 whole, looks like un early
tags of the 1'hines.- play, on xx hlch 11.1 words nc

;i,Ms,J,:i:mi:r'n h,,v""":i ¦¦* s-a*
The dance which ha* take.-, possess),,n nf all the
fake" theatre, in tbs Midway iMalsanc* I* the
¦ann du .entre. Fantastic persons mti,-.|uh ., propensitx i. create ., cull forll forms nf sensuality, have souaht io
Ixe this dane- a religious atm iilllc.nicc. That ll
diam.il ic no ona who has seen n either in

hicago or In the Orient xxiii lunation for ilio-
icnl. lt is Indeed, the frankest representation to
e met xvith In the whole province o( the panto-

erwsxirfi _-«.'.*
aerform lt. or those who see I
KS-?, which ls to pander to f^SJ^KSd."-*Smfarouse HM-Jnans^vukfatonu }t ^"J^sX^
Egypt probably before tbe K^^v^ritate which
In tombs showing the dancers In the »»^ .'^
recently. In ChWgo. ettllsd for the Intervention ox

Mr. Anthony Comstock. In the i*y*coi ">

-Bmpire Juvenal 5*1^1 <^g ^fo
lice by the women of < a<lix. rnree'»n gnfflca
Utter poets epigram "Ad Turanlum may sumco

for a assartpllnn:
.Ncc rle Qadlhus linprobl*. puellae,
Vlbrabiint sine hue priirbntes,
Lasclvos doclll tremore lumbos. ^^

As for Its alleged religious *«?«»»n«nce. thenjan
never been a time In ...yin when Its P.c'Ym,tted
were not public h. wds. //.h.'V ar- nev»*r adm««l
Into a respectable harem," says Lane, but arc ut-%
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un frequently hired to entertain a party of men in
the house of some rake." They STO tba most
abandoned of the courtesans of Egypt. If l!ero*ll.-S
danced a religious dane-, designed to Inculcate
Ideas of purity, before the King, then perhaps the

I'anse du Venire ls a religions dane". ll. ... K.

the CHINESE POSTAL SYSTEM.
" LKTrr.nsiioi'-'' v pniVAT.: EBTK* riusr.

The Chinese have not yet established any Gov¬

ernment postofflces or postal system for the

masses of thc people, although private enterprhte
has for many years rendered epistolary comniiiei-

i-Btlon easy beiween the peopl in all parts of lha

Empire. This ls conducted ihrou-.li what aie called-
"letter shops." No stamps arc used, bul the "chop"
of the keeper of the shop lg ahvays placed upon

the envelope. Imperial edicts and other ofl-cisl

1 spatches are carried from city to city and prov¬
ince to province by couriers, who are very _-xf«*dl-
flous, being in some parts provided wltli horses at

convenient relay station*. Dispatches are thu* con¬

veyed in cases of aaaeffgSBMy M or WS miles a

day. la districts where horses sre us.d. each sta¬

tionmaster ls rSSjntrad ta k*-ep un hand from te-i to

twenty horses <,r donkeys, and UM local official ia,
h.ld responsible for all delays th.it oe m. These

o.lii lal couriers are not alloxved lo conv* y private
dispatches or letters.
At the treaty ports "letter shops'* are used bv ths

natives only, hut in the Interior, or places not
readied by the foreign postal SrraagaansatS, they
are employed by foreign rs as areli, though chiefly
by missionaries. All letters and parcels to be sent

max' be registered and insured. \Vhen t-uceii In at

a "letter shop." the contents Of an envelope are

dfspl_y»d before it is sealed up and stamped with
ihe ¦.¦hop" of the shop. Charges for the trans¬

mission of valuabl-s .ir.- mad- oa a percentage of
de, lated value, and, as l-l rh- ca..- with letters,
differ according io the din,ncc te BS .a.rl'-d. A re¬

ceipt la given, and ihe shopkeeper then becomes rea

sponsible either for Its s,fe delivery, xvith unbroken
"chop'' oi- v.-al. at its destlnatlOB, or for lt* retura

to the sender. In some parts of tbs Km,.Ire about
'wo-thirds of the expenses of transmission are paid
by the sender, the remainder being collected from

the receiver. Thus the shop !s s.cui. d against en¬

tire loss from transient customers, and the sender
has some guaraates that his letter a iii be conveyed
xvith dispatch. The oilier feature, much appreclat-
ed liv the native BISirita Bl B. is that of keeping aa

..pea account with tlie shop. ('har*re* fer service
rendered an- intend against regular customers,
and settlements are made mon.lily. In case of loss
it is seldom necessary to call in the aid of the
court*, the force of competition being sufficient t.»

insure reasonable settlement. There are said to be

nearly .J. ..letter shops'" In .Shanghai, though in

many rem*,te villages lhere are none. The employes
of the several shops are anrnSSt In working up pat¬
ronage, and go from house io house seeking cus-

t .mers.

Th- Tuotai Slung, ct Chef.ju. lately ofT-r-l prizes
for tho four best BSSSjrs "ii 'Hov. to l.-iablish a

Chinese !;nperi_l l'ostoi.:c.\" The:-' xx. re about
fifty competitors, and the prizes wei- duly delly.

BTSd. Some of the essayists proposed the enlarge,
ment of th.* courier system, othsrs the use of the
otflees and employe* of the tetaglUgh companies
when they exist, .ind others Butlfuitted plans
closely modelled upon W -stern One ..r«n-

menr for the estabHahment of a Government sys¬
tem eras baaed oe il- buqga nvsnue to be secured
that now go.vs Into Ih- hands of the French, Kng-
lish. American. Japenen and German postal agents
at the treaty ports Then are two kinds of stamps
known smong dealers as chines stamps. Th,- first
Ol these was Introduced by Slr Robert Hart, and le
used only in the customs service. The other ls a
lo. al Shanghai stamp used by S company carrying
letters about the city of Shanghai and to outposts
arbon there me foreign consuls, chiefly sa Uss
Yangtze Uiver, end lo the port* nf Xing,, ami
Fnchan In tb* South, and C'lefoo. Tientsin and Pe.
kin in the north. Then twa sy-iems are entirely

foreignerslu ih- hands of foreigners. I>tten "f
an conveyed from China p> other Battons by tbe
ts.stal systems Of the several countries, all co'nsuU
being regarded us postmasters for their own coun¬
tries. Letters may ts- sent to and from China by
the u«e of the stamps of any country through their
respective consuls, tun these are only available at
treaty ports. Foreigners living in the interior or
away from treaty j-ort* must make arrangements
for Retting their letters from th- nearest consul.
or authorize some Chines..- "letter shop" to transmit
letters for them.

SOME QUAINT EPITAPHS.

rou.vn RUM and nun iv tiii: MOTBEh
COTOrTgT.

*

From The London Funeral Directors' .lourns1.
The following In Penrith Churchyard ls refresh¬

ing In these days of deceit, on account of tts can¬
dor
"Here lies the man Kiel,ard and Marv his .xii-;
Their surname was Pritchard, and they lin 1 ixith-

out strife.
Tiie reason was plain.they abounded in riches;
They hsd no care nor pain, and the wife tx ore ths

breeches."
The owner of this Inscription, now rc*tlng tn

Hebburn Churchyard, was probably a democrat
and had some little opinion of himself:

"This humble monument xxiii sh*.tx.
Here Iles an honest man:

You Kings, whose heads are MU as low,
Itl«e higher if you can'"

lohn Pale xvas a courageous man. This i* the
epitaph over his remains in ljak"xxcll Churchyard,
lie.byshlre:
"Know posterity that on the Sth Of April, in the

Var of grace 1737. Ihe rambling remains of John
Dale were, in the lilith year of his pilgrimage, |nld
upon his two wives:
This thing In life might rarse some jealousy;
Here all three Ile together lovingly."
One epitaph in Ilfracombe Churchyard shows

faith: %
"Weep not for me. my friends »o dear,
I am not dead, but sh-epliiK hara*
My debt ls paid, my grave ls free,
And In due course you'll come to nie."

Not far from this ixe have an example of quiet
self-glorification:

..Here Iles a kind and loving wife
A tender nursing mother

A neighbor free from braxvl and strll>
A pattern for all others."

I'vidently marriage wus nol a failure in thia
case.
What follows, xx.is formerly on a tombstone la

St. Thomas's Churchyard, Salisbury:
Here lies three babes dead na nits.

God took them off in aale fits;
Thev xvas too good to live wi' we
So he took 'em off to live wp 'ee ** .

Who dares utter the foul slander that lt reoulraa
a surgical operation to get a Joke Into the head of
a Scotchman? Let him or her cast an eva
over the following, and then sit client forever lt
ls on a gnvestone in Stonehaven churchyard:

..The place whaur Betty Cooper Ilea
Is here or herc aboot;

The place whaur Betty Cooper Iles
There's neen can fin' li oot

The place where Betty Cooper lies
There's neen on earth can tell

Till at the resurrection day
When Betty tells herscl' '*

Miarora inwwABt wihrh.
From The Boston Herald.
Some of the croakers ure n.w hhx ino- t___! ».__

literary glory .. iios.on has X,"m.,T w11 "fttated toag enough p. give us rt nputattoa. e.en lr
lt receives n,» Important recent addition By? lei
us see as to the fuels in thc cane Dr -Jolt titi Iii
(lyes. John Fisk,- and Franc i^'aikman JlT h_.iiAnnii Ihaiton. and where are tiToy¦*kuTa\m^eiItaIhe literary talent of the land1 T IS Vldrich liaccounted a ra**.nabiy clever man ann tu"
[rb. Mba. l-^u' V, 'd'" ,Vs ^ivV.'klrls' %# ,7 *£«parham*, ba well to take into'ac "m.T tie'me'
rary glory of Booton has departed, ti Liu tl1 J
Pertinent Imiulry to ask where Uki gone ll
mon of lt to be found In any other Amerfi^n city ?


